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Christmas Report 

2021 
 

 

Thank you to … 
Our Trustees Rose Cook Monk and Andy Monk, and 

our volunteers, Sarah and Phil Alliband, Jayne and 

Steve Waltho, including our new helpers – Alex    

Griffiths our social media elf, Fay and Pauline who 

helped with sorting and wrapping, and the Quras 

Digital team – David, Brad and the guys who helped 

us with unloading and sorting donations. 

 

Thank you to the Santa’s a Gangster family, Lee 

Southerton from Volks Magic, Garry and Hayley 

Aulton from Beerbuz, and VDubs in the Valley for their support this year. There was an epic  

donation from Poundland Blackheath kindly delivered by Brian and Stacey Head in their 18 ton 

potato truck too! 

 

A huge thank you to the amazing individuals, groups, organisations, churches, businesses and our  

wonderful collection points, who helped us support so many children, young people and their  

families. 

 

How many gifts did we give out? 

This year we were able to give out 7047 gifts to children and young people across the Black 

Country, who may otherwise have thought Santa had forgotten them. 

 

Who did we support? 
In addition to giving out gifts, here are some examples of other support we gave this year: 

• Helped one school restock its library by linking up one primary school with another. 

• Helped six schools to restock their reward cupboards. 

• Halesbury Special school – with support from ACL2002 Ltd, we donated 155 Christmas 

Goody Bags [one for each pupil] and helped stock their reward cupboard  

• Helped a family in Lye whose oven had blown up, with  support from Geoff Hill Charitable 

Trust  

Elves on a mission 
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• Providing sweet treats/snacks for the Ambulance Hub at     

Russell's Hall Hospital, Brierley Hill Police Station and     

Brierley Hill Fire station, for staff working over the     

Christmas period. 

• Provided on-call support to Brierley Hill Police station 

and Brierley Hill Fire Service, in event of burglaries or 

fires over the Christmas period, so we could replace   

stolen gifts if needed. 

• Provided grotto presents for Brierley Hill Market and  

Halesowen BID, so children could see Santa even if their 

parents were on a budget. All monies raised were       

donated back to the appeal. 

• Donated children’s pyjamas and underwear to the Kids 

Clothes Project 

• Donated books, games and toys to We Love Carers to 

help the children, young people and families they      

support 

• Donated gardening items to help Jasmine Road 

Community Gardens and Sledmere Community 

Association 

• Donated craft materials to Discover U 

 

What we did in partnership 

with other groups 
• Giving Hands Mission – we offered donations to the project to support families who were 

struggling and they kindly  allowed us to refer 10 families to receive Christmas hampers with 

turkey, veg, food etc 

• In partnership with Duncan Edwards Foundation and our Trustee Rose Cook-Monk: 

 provided Christmas day meals and boxing day hampers  

 provided care packs of toiletries for patients and staff on Children’s Emergency Admissions 

Unit, Emergency Admissions Ward for Adults, 

Georgina Cancer Ward, Acute Stroke Ward at 

Russell's Hall Hospital. 

• Our Trustee Andy Monk linked us up with Circus 

Starr, who donated 40 tickets for a signed circus 

performance, which we were able to offer to   

local deaf children to enjoy an outing with their 

family. 

 

At the end of the appeal we donated an  

incredible 223 kg of food and toiletries to Black 

Country Foodbank to support local families who were struggling. 

Netherton Colts under 7’s did a sponsored 

walk and bought a van full of toys with 

the funds they raised 

Brierley Hill Police donated boxes of gifts 
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Our brilliant  

Business Ambassadors  
Were on a mission as always. Brett and the 

Blaze Angels celebrated a decade of  

supporting the appeal this year and we 

could not do what we do without their  

passion and commitment to make a real 

difference. 

 

Our Supporters 
A huge thank you to the amazing individuals, groups, organisations, churches, businesses and our 

wonderful collection points, who helped us support so many children, young people and their      

families: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• KLM Legal 

• KNWH Youth Club 

• Life Central Church 

• Merry Hill 

• Metro Bank 

• Mike Wood MP 

• Netherton Colts under 7 FC 

• Olivia's Closet  

• Pentax Developments Ltd 

• Playmakers Football 

• Poundland Blackheath 

• Quras Digital 

• Ray Williams Foundation 

• Rotary Club of Dudley 

• Russells Hall Primary School 

• Rybrook BMW 

• Ryemarket Shopping Centre 

• S Thomas & Brothers Ltd 

• Sandwell Council 

• Santas a Gangster 

• St James Methodist Church, Pensnett 

• Steps to Work Walsall 

• Stourbridge Automotive  

• T Heath 

• The Cottage Kingswinford 

• The Little Griddle 

• The Works Stourbridge 

• Thorns Collegiate Academy 

• Tipton & Coseley Building Society 

• TSB Oldbury 

• Vdubs in the Valley Show 

• Volks Magic 

• Wallheath Convenience 

• West Bromwich BID 

• Whitcombe Pipelines  

• Yorkshire Building Society Stourbridge 

 
• Accord Steel Cladding 

• ACL 2002 

• All Saints Church Claverley 

• Amblecote Methodist Church 

• Arnold Clark Charitable Trust 

• ASD Ltd Kloeckner Metals 

• Barr Beacon School 

• Beechwood Primary School 

• Beerbuz  

• Belle Vue Primary School 

• Bev Davies 

• Black Country Christmas Light Displays 

• Black Country United FC 

• Brett Davies and Blaze Hair 

• Brierley Hill Market 

• Brierley Hill Police 

• Clive Payne and Black Country Radio 

• Cornish Pasty Box 

• Councillor Adam Davies  

• Cradley Community & Welfare Association 

• Dudley College Childcare courses 

• Dudley Gymnastics 

• Dudley MBC 

• Duncan Edwards Foundation 

• Family and friends of Michael Stanford 

• Geoff Hill Electrical Superstore 

• GMS Group 

• Goold Estates Development 

• Halesowen BID 

• Halesowen North Youth Club 

• Higgs LLP 

• Homestead Pub  

• Kenchington Developments 

• Kingswinford Christian Centre 

• Kinverdale Park 

• Klick Business Solutions 

Brett and the Blaze Angels 



4 

 

Why we do what we do! 
Our team of amazing volunteers are committed to making a      

difference at Christmas, so no child thinks that Santa has  

forgotten them and we have received some wonderful feed-

back from some of this year’s recipients.  This motivates us 

to do what we do every year and makes the hundreds of 

hours our team spend on the  appeal worth every minute! 

 

• Jean Adams, Beechwood Primary School 
Jean and her colleagues also had a collection to support us 
 
“Thank you for all the support that you have all given to             

Beechwood.  I wanted to let you know that I have walked 

around the school this afternoon to see the children with their 

new games in the classrooms, the joy and laughter was  

immense.  So, thank you so much.  

 

One little boy is so proud that he has now learned how to play 

chess and is going to help me set up a group for a chess after school club.  

 

We are using the books to refurbish our class libraries, so thank you again.   

 

Also, you provided us with a PANDA bear, we donated that to one of our staff members, ( she doesn't 

mind me sharing with you ) - she has a relative who is very poorly in   hospital and kept asking for a PAN-

DA bear but couldn't find one.  

 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.” 

 

• Clare Dutton, Halesbury School 
“This is a huge thank you to you and your helpers for all the toy 

sacks and toys you provided to our children at Halesbury School 

before  Christmas. Our children are all vulnerable with special 

needs. 

 

We were overwhelmed with the generosity of the gifts you gave 

us.  

My colleague and I were so excited to be able to give out these 

gifts to our families. One parent said it made her Christmas as 

she had no gifts to give her son, another cried when her child 

arrived home with his gifts.  

 

We were able to give parcels to families with siblings and care  

packages to families to see them through the Christmas period, 

this could not have happened without your toy appeal. 

 

As a family outreach in a school, we work with our families throughout the year, and we are now able to 

provide pyjamas, toiletries and further gifts throughout the year when needed, thanks to your generosity. 

We can not thank you enough.” 

 

Brierley Hill Police donated boxes of gifts 

Vicky and Ellie 

from Halesowen 

BID popped in 

to help 
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• Katharine McCloskey, Health Visitor Brierley Hill 
“Thank you so much for supporting me so well yesterday to help one of my families with some clothes and 

toys for Christmas. The Mother was very grateful and I would like to pass on her thanks on her  

behalf.” 

 

• Sue Wale, Pens Meadow School 
“We are a school for pupils with severe learning difficulties and we were so pleased with the wonderful 

resources you sent in to the school.  Each class has submitted a wish list and we are now able to fulfil 

these.  Thank you for your wonderful generosity.” 

 

• Claire Pearson, Intensive Family Support Worker 
“The presents were very much welcomed by the family, Mother shared without these her children would 

have had no presents to open from her. As you can imagine this would have been heart wrenching for her 

and would have further impacted on her emotional wellbeing, she was already feeling she was not able to 

offer the children what they deserved. A GREAT BIG THNAK YOU to all involved.” 

 

• Jennie Atkinson, Rood End Primary School 
“We cannot thank you enough for your generous donations to our Christmas present appeal last year. 

 

All of the gifts were very gratefully received by the parents.  One mother stated 'You made my family   

happy.'  Another reported that Christmas had been a huge worry for her as she could not afford  

presents for the children and she knew they would be disappointed and we had stopped her worrying. 

 

The work you do is invaluable to the local community.  Times have been hard for our parents.  Your work 

helps us help them and build bridges between school and home.” 

 

• Maimoona Qari Ramzan, 

Turning Points 
“Thank you hugely for providing us 
with toys to distribute in our local 
neighbourhoods over Christmas 
time. The toys were well received 
and were exactly what was needed 
at to end another difficult year due 
to the pandemic.  
 
Receiving the toy has helped the 
children regain a sense of normality, 
make the world seem a little kinder 
and put a much needed smile on 
their faces.” 

 

 

 

ACL 2002 Ltd helped us donate 

155 gift bags—one for each of 

the pupil at Halesbury School 
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• Vikki Slater, Belle Vue Primary 

School  
Vikki and her colleagues also organised a toy  

collection to support us 

 

“The two families I obtained gifts for were extremely 

thankful. They were struggling to buy their children 

just one gift due to financial difficulties. They both 

told me that they felt a great weight had been lifted 

off them and they were able to look forward to the 

children getting up on Christmas morning rather 

than dreading it. The children were all very happy with their gifts. The parents told me it was so lovely to 

see them smiling. Many thanks.” 

 

• Jayne Ford, Sandwell Parents For Disabled Children 
“We cannot thank you enough for at the time when your Charity had closed you still allowed us to do a 

referral and were able to help a Parent Carer in our Community who was very much in need. I have just 

had a call from XXXX and she is absolutely over the moon that all of her children will now be able to  

celebrate Christmas with all of the amazing presents that you have supplied to her. We would all like to 

give you our thanks at SPDC.” 

 

• Leah Priest, Intensive Family Support Worker 
“I made a referral for gifts for the children I have on my case load and am supporting. The referral  

process was easy and the gifts received were beautiful, with lots of choice when visiting the grotto.  

The families who received the gifts were very appreciative and it made a stressful time a little easier for 

them, and they were assured their children would at least receive something with the help of Team  

Santa. 

 

• Emma Barnes, Sandwell Children’s Trust 
“You and your elves supported 2 different families I worked with prior 

to Christmas and I wanted to share the feedback. The first family were 

an 8 year old boy and 5 year old girl. Their mother said ‘wow, the kids 

will have a fantastic Christmas now. They will love their presents’. She 

continued to say that she could only afford one present for each child 

and so was thrilled for them to have others to open. The children were 

excited that they had some presents and were keen to know what they 

were. 

  

The other family were 4 children and I came in late last week as you 

were finishing. Apart from toys, you provided toiletries, basic clothes, 

blankets and a food voucher. She said the children will love the blan-

kets in particular. The mother was in tears and said she couldn’t believe 

how kind and generous people could be. She said the children will love their presents and was taken 

aback at the generosity of your organisation.  

 

Personally I wanted to say what a   fantastic organisation you have and I was blown away by the size of 

the venture and how many people you have helped over the festive period.” 

Black Country Christmas Light displays collected gifts, 

food and donations to support the appeal 

Mike Wood MP 

and Cllr Adam 

Davies helped 

with wrapping too 
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Santa’s Black Country Toy Appeal Trustee Rose Cook 

Monk is awarded a BEM in the New Year’s Honours list 
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